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complex encompassing it took the best part of seven years, but
conservation has continued for over twelve years and may take
several more years to complete. The climatic conditions of Bengal
and the original construction, devoid of any cementing material
other than mud, make it incumbent on the Department to attempt
a wholesale restoration of the walls exactly on the lines of the
original construction. Even then the progressive deterioration in
the condition of the exposed terra-cotta plaques and stone panels
necessitated other means of protection, such as removal to a place
where the elements will not be free to play havoc on them.

In Sind, besides the recently discovered monuments of the pre-
historic period, there are a number of stupas, which have been
excavated and conserved by the Archaeological Department. The
most important is the stupa and monastery at Mirpur Khas, which
were excavated by the late Mr. Henry Cousens and Professor D. R.
Bhandarkar. The latter also excavated another monument known
as Sudheranjo-Daro, near Tando Muhammad Khan. The task of
keeping these brick-built monuments intact bristles with difficulties
caused by the prevalence of saltpetre.

In the Punjab, the most important monuments that have been
conserved are the group in and around Taxila, brought to light in
the course of Sir John Marshall's prolonged excavations. Here the
excavated remains of the different cities that arose one after another
and the religious establishments which were located in the outskirts
were conserved with great care and forethought. The most striking
among the Buddhist sites are: the Dharmarajika stupa, where a
large complex of minor buildings was uncovered round an ancient
stupa erected by Asoka himself; Jaulian, the beautiful stupas and
monasteries of which, embellished by stucco figures of Buddha,
have been preserved in situ; the Kunala stupa at the southern end
of the city of Sirkap; Kalawan and Mohra Moradu, where valuable